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Storytime in Edinburgh!

Although the SFO were back at Usher Hall in Edinburgh in June 2022, our
“Hogmanay" concert of 30 December 2022 saw the SFO return for that end-of-
year celebration for the first time for exactly 3 years.

A few of our members and no doubt many of the audience had epic journeys to
and from the venue, given that inclement weather continued to cause travel
disruption across the UK (see images above).

As Scotland's Year of Stories 2022 was drawing to a close, the - “storified” -
format for the concert was slightly different from usual.



Compére, Gary Innes, assisted by Blair Parham
and Jamie Mason of the SFO, told the sold-out
hall the story of the SFO's year in 2022 and its :
gradual return to normality, playing indoor concert . EoiaUR
venues.

Entitled "In Search of the Lost Chord”, this
referred to a comment made by SFO chairman,
Bob Diament, in the lead up to the SFO's first
concert of 2022 at Perth. The "lost chord" was the
piano-led chord of D Major which heralds the start
of the SFO's normal opening tune, Fiddllers to the
Fore(see Newsletter 91 (March 2022) for more).

This journey began with John Mason’s
composition, A Hundred Thousand Welcomes
and then the orchestra were off to Perth Concert
Hall in February 2022 with the Duke of Perth set
of reels.
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Back L-R: Ewan McKenzie, Dennis Haggerty, John Wallace, Fred Prise, Gary Innes, Blair Parham; Front: Fiona
Brodlie



From Perth, it was on to Aberdeen in April 2022 for a matinée concert in the
presence of HRH The Princess Royal. To celebrate the music of the north-east
and the SFO’s historical links, the orchestra played SFO's 40th Welcome to
Aberdeen, composed by the leader of our accordion section, Fred Prise.
Following that, we had a slow air and March, Strathspey and Reel by the
“Strathspey King”, James Scott Skinner ( The Flower of the Quernslow air and
Scott Skinner's Compliments to Dr McDonald, The Laird o’ Drumblairand Davie
Work). Staying in the land of the Doric, we had a Polka composed by John Mason
in honour of Robbie Shepherd, Gary Innes's predecessor as presenter of the
Radio Scotland programme, 7ake the Floor.

Heading towards the interval, we “visited” Edinburgh (with reference to our June
2022 concert in the Usher Hall) for the Flowers of Edinburgh set of reels.

The "story" music of the second half included the opening set of jigs - Lamb
Skinnet — which was heavily featured in all the smaller concerts the SFO played
over the summer, including: Glasgow Central Station; Edinburgh Waverley Station;
Piping Live (Glasgow); Moffat Classic Car Rally and Newhailes House,
Musselburgh.

A singalong set of waltzes (Let's Take the High Road) took us onwards to Glasgow
in August 2022 and the African-inflected 6/8 rhythms of Nelson Mandela's
Welcome to Glasgow. This featured the SFO's piper, Catriona Norman, leading the
set first of all on small pipes and then - making a smart changeover - on the
Highland bagpipes for the reprise. As well as our regular percussion section,
several orchestra members added to the beat with "egg" shakers. Quite a few
members of the audience participated in this impromptu rhythm section as well.

Susan Docherty, Amanda Brown, Fiona Anderson, Julie Carrie and David Nicholson "rehearsing" with their
percussion instruments



The comedy tone poem 7he Runt of the Litterwas introduced by Jamie Mason as
a tribute to a gift which his mother, Hilary, gave to his father, John, in the form of a
Vietnamese pot-bellied pig, affectionately known as "Lady Penelope". As the
Masons’ wedding anniversary fell on Robert Burns' birthday - 25" January - John
Mason was often out entertaining other people than his wife on that evening each
year. This tune had been resurrected for the SFO's trip to Wigtown (and
Creetown) in September 2022 for the famous Wigtown Book Festival. The
programme played by the SFO featured a number of less well-known John Mason
compositions, many of which reflected the time he spent living in that area before
he and his family moved to Troon, Ayrshire, in the late 1960s.

We were delighted to be joined by the Stockbridge Pipe Band, regulars at SFO
Edinburgh concerts over the years, and they featured in the showpiece tunes at
the end of each half - McPherson's Farewelland Rose of Galloway.
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- rganist, Iéi Mc/ichy, behind.

It is always a pleasure to welcome our organist, lain McGlinchey, especially when
the Usher Hall's pipe organ produces a volume which can almost compete with
that of a pipe band (certainly much better than a string orchestra can) and the
audience really appreciated lain's solo recitals of Scottish favourites both before
the concert and during the interval.

lain McGlinchey at the organ, during the rehearsal.



SFO in rehearsal with the pipe band on 30 December 2022

For our afternoon rehearsal, we were joined by members of Fairmilehead Singing
Group and it was great that they could enjoy themselves while providing
encouragement for the orchestra as we ran through the programme for the
evening concert.

For the first time in a while, we had both a male and a female singer performingin
the concert. Colette Ruddy has been a stalwart of SFO concerts for many years
and especially throughout 2022, singing with the orchestra in all sorts of locations
(and weathers). For Dennis Haggerty, recent career developments have taken
him overseas, but he was home for a visit over the Festive period and braved the
floods to perform for the Edinburgh audience on his 52" birthday. Distance has
not dimmed his controversial sense of humour, though the audience obviously
thought he was joking when he said that Edinburgh was "now almost as good as
Glasgow".

There was a feeling at this concert, perhaps more than ever, that everyone was
going to have a great time, and so it proved.



SFO tuning up before the concert on 30 December 2022. i

Memories of China - 10 years on...

Following a very successful New Year Concert in Edinburgh on 27 December
2012, 64 members of the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra flew out to China on 28
December 2012.

They went on the invitation of the Administration of Hebei Provincial Foreign
Affairs Office. The tour consisted of 9 Concerts and involved 4 internal flights, 1
high speed train journey, around 36 hours of coach travel and stays in 10 different
Hotels. Around 4000 miles were covered. The orchestra played in the principal
Concert Halls of the cities visited.

Events included the Regional New Year Concerts for the Guangxi, Fujian, Jianxi
and Zeijiang Provinces and events in other centres were also featured as New
Year Concerts.



The populations of many of the cities
visited were similar to, or exceeded, the
' . whole population of Scotland.

" The normally-reserved Chinese

. audiences clearly enjoyed and
appreciated our music, clapping along
to the sets of Music performed. They
even danced in the aisles. The pipers
were warmly received.

SFO members at the Great Wall of China. Included in the programme were some

Chinese pieces, Jasmine Flower, Purple Bamboo and Song of Happiness
(arranged by Eddie McGaire). The SFO also played, by special request, 7he
Blooming Red Lily and Farewell to the
Red Army.

Each performance rounded off with the
audience standing to sing Auld Lang -
Syne, followed by an enoqre - whiclzh 2o 2013HEEHETE @ -
always generated a standing ovation. - EERT R ;

With the 10" anniversary of the China
trip, SFO members have been
reminiscing in our WhatsApp Group and
sharing memories.

Blair with his marketing campaign.

. In particular, it was a “Hogmanay to
remember”:

e The hotel was colder than cold.

e Many members had their toilets

" actually in their rooms.

e Sleep only came to those who wore
all their clothes in bed, including SFO
hoodie with the hood up.

% o There was alack of breakfast as the
Blair mobbed by Press and fans. hotel had run out of bread.




On the positive side (via SFO
WhatsApp):

e “Think the rice wine heated
us up.”

e “Do youremember we got
one of the chefs up for the
Dashing White Sergeant? He
hadn’t a clue what he was doing.
| still had bruises on my ankles
when got back home.”

e “Abrilliant tour!”

e “Anunforgettable
experience!”

Veronica, David and Anne testing the heating effect of rice wine.

Looking ahead to Perth and beyond

The Orchestra can't wait to be back on stage at Perth Concert Hall at 7.30pm on
Saturday, O4 February 2023.

Perth concerts have always been a highlight of the SFO season being particularly
popular with our Patron, HRH The Princess Royal.

Now, they will always have an extra special place in the SFO's history as our final
concert before the Covid pandemic lockdown was in Perth in February 2020 and,
after a two-year interval, our first | dal

concert back was again in Perthin R S
February 2022.

February 2023 brings down the
curtain on Alister McLean's tenure as
Perth Administrator after many years
of musical success.

Alister McLean

Alister was born and brought up in Callander and now lives in Fife.

After serving and touring the world in the Navy he worked as an electronic / radio /
video engineer in the public and private sector. Alister and his fiddle joined the



SFO in 2008. He joined the Board of Trustees in 2008, becoming a very
successful organiser of the Perth Concert, hosting regular visits from the
orchestra's Royal Patron and local dignitaries.

Alister is stepping down from his administrative role in 2023, however, we hope his
distinctive image will remain a feature on stage for many years to come.

Although Allister is being reduced to the ranks (admittedly, in the pre-eminent 2™
Violin Section of the orchestra ;-)), the show must go on and going forward we will
be in the safe hands of SFO stalwart Aileen Smith.

Aileen has been a member of the SFO since 1991.

She has lived and worked in Perth for
4 almost 40 years and has played
fiddle in a wide range of traditional
and classical orchestras. She has
toured the world with the SFO and
feels fortunate to have played in
many fabulous venues including The
Royal Albert Hall, Sydney Opera
House, Orpheum Theatre in
Vancouver and magnificent halls in
China.

Aileen Smith

But always back to Perth Concert Hall in her hometown.

In 2023 she plans to retire from teaching and take over as Administrator for the
Perth Concert. Replacing Alister McLean in this role will give her - both
metaphorically and literally - "big shoes to fill". But Aileen has all the experience,
skill and enthusiasm to do it.



After all the pandemic-imposed restrictions, it will be great to return to the new
normal with a packed hall and full orchestra on stage. Joined by guests mezzo-
soprano Colette Ruddy, SFO dancers and the pipe band of RAF Central Scotland,
they are all certain to give "Big Alister" a great send off.

SFO Merchandise

This is your quarterly reminder about the SFO’s merchandise - SFO caps, buffs,
bags, mugs, CDs and more. These are all available for postal purchase using the
details in the “Contacts” table below and also via the SFO website.

Forthcoming concerts

Date Concert Venue Status

O4 February 2023 | Perth Concert Hall | Tickets on sale

02 April 2023 Aberdeen Beach Tickets on sale

(Sunday) Ballroom

10 June 2023 Edinburgh Usher Tickets on sale
Hall

T.B.C. Glasgow Royal Tickets not yet on
Concert Hall sale

30 December 2023 | Edinburgh Usher Tickets not yet on
Hall sale



http://www.sfo.org.uk/
https://www.perththeatreandconcerthall.com/whats-on/the-scottish-fiddle-orchestra-in-concert-198402
https://www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/whats-on/the-scottish-fiddle-orchestra/
https://www.usherhall.co.uk/whats-on/scottish-fiddle-orchestra-summer-concert-1

Contacts

Secretary SFO Secretary, 44 Roman Road, Almondbank,
Perth PH13LQ
Treasurer SFO Treasurer, O/1 162 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6US

Patrons/Friends | SFO Patrons/Friends, 24 Golf Crescent, Troon,
Ayrshire KA10 6JZ

SFO Merchandise, 3 Crummieholm Gardens,
Postal Sales Troon, Ayrshire, KA10 7THZ

A view of the Usher Hall audience, 30 December 2022

As posted by lain McGlinchey on Facebook:

Here's my view from the organ console tonight! The magnificent sound of The Scottish Fiddle
Orchestra under the baton of Blair Parham, 5tockbridge Pipe Band and the wonderful 1912
Morman and Beard organ of the Usher Hall at Hogmanay. "The Rose of Galloway”.




