1
SCOTTIsH
||| FIDDLE
ORCHES RA

Newsletter
June 2023 - No. 96

“The King and Yla”

“When | sit, you sit. When | kneel, you kneel. Et cetera, et cetera, et cetera!”
Well, not exactly.

But members of the SFO - including our Leader, Yla Steven - did meet His
Majesty, King Charles lll, and Her Majesty, Queen Camilla, on the occasion of NHS
Scotland’s 75" Anniversary Celebrations at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh on
04 July 2023.

Yla presented the King with a framed copy of a March she composed on the day
of his Coronation, 06 May 2023, and the group gave the tune its world premiere in
his presence.

The SFO players included several NHS employees and they wore their uniforms,
as you can see from the photographs below, which we hope will give you a good
idea of what took place.
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Yla's framed tune; Blair and Yla with the Royal couple.




SFO Group and audience

Some ofthe SFO's NHS employees and their notable colour coordination



From the Archives — The Titanic Violin

- S

Longfellow Bar, Belfast - Photo by K. Mitch Hodge on Unsplash

The SFO’s Newsletter No. 60 (“Spring 2013” - April 2013) carried the following
article by then editor, Robert Clark, which we repeat here as it was 10 years ago
and because the Titanic has again (unfortunately) been in the news, recently.

Titanic Violin—Authenticated

At a concert in the Music Hall at Aberdeen over a year ago (i.e. in 2012) on the
very night - 14" April - that commemorated the centenary of the sinking of the
Titanic, the orchestra performed “Nearer My God to Thee”.

Bandleader, Wallace Hartley, and his 7 fellow band members were asked to play
music to help keep the passengers calm as they boarded the lifeboats. Survivors
stated that the band continued playing until the vessel literally disappeared under
the waves. Not one of the 8 band members survived and their selfless act of
sacrifice became legendary.

A survivor who clambered on to a collapsible life raft apparently witnessed
Hartley and his band standing just behind the first funnel, by the Grand Staircase.
He noted that he saw three of them washed off by a wave. The other five held on
to the railing on top of the Grand Staircase's deckhouse, only to be dragged down
with the bow. Just before this Hartley was heard to have called out to his
colleagues, "Gentlemen, | bid you farewell." His body was recovered two weeks


https://unsplash.com/@kmitchhodge?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/y-9-X5-4-vU?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

later, reportedly found fully dressed, with his violin (inside a leather case with his
initials W H H on it) strapped to his bodly.

This year (i.e. 2013) in March, after a number of years of forensic testing, it was
revealed that a violin, found in a Yorkshire attic, inside a leather case with his
initials, was the very instrument used by Hartley during the ship's last hours.
Further evidence to back up this claim was an engraving fixed on the tail piece of
the violin which, when tested by a metal expert, has shown the engraving was the
original from 1910. The engraving read: “For Wallace on the occasion of our
engagement- from Maria”.

However, the most important piece of evidence highlighted is where researchers
discovered a copy of a telegram in Maria’s diary sent to the Provincial Secretary
of Nova Scotia in Canada, dated 19" July 1912, in which she wrote: "l would be most
grateful if you could convey my heart-felt thanks to all who have made possible
the return of my late fiancé's violin." The telegram establishes beyond reasonable
doubt that Maria did receive the returned violin within months of the Titanic's
sinking in April 1912. The violin is currently on display in City Hall, Belfast, the city
where the Titanic was built, and is thought to be worth a six-figure sum.

As a follow-up to the above, in October 2013, the BBC reported that the violin was
sold to an undisclosed British buyer for £900,000 in just 10 minutes at an auction
in Wiltshire. It had had a guide price of £300,000.

As noted, the Titanic was built at the Harland and Wolff shipyards in Belfast, a city
in which the SFO has performed several times over many years. In 2023, we are
scheduled to revisit the birthplace of the Titanic on two occasions...

SFO in Belfast

A group from the SFO will play at the
Belfast International Tattoo on Ot e
September 2023 (SSE Arena). Just
over a month later, the “full band” will
perform at Belfast Ulster Hall (O7
October 2023), a return visit to the
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The SFO’s first-ever concert in Northern Ireland was reported by the press as
“Belfast gripped by fiddle fever” (Belfast Telegraph - Saturday, 31 August 1991).

The piece went on: “The remarkable Scottish Fiddle Orchestra hit the right note
with a packed audience in a very hot Ulster Hall last night. The marvellous success
of the event was perhaps summed up by someone who, quoting a local wag, said

at one point - Yis are stickin out’.

“It was indeed a remarkable event by 100 or so musicians and artists, all brought
under baton of the remarkable John Mason, conductor and musical director.”

“The musical artistry was there as the great ensemble moved through reels, jigs,
strathspeys and hornpipes and, as expected, there were some Irishmen and
women in the midst of the Scottish throng. Indeed, one of the many highlights was
the playing of some music from Carolan by the very talented Garrykennedy
Heritage Players from North Tipperary.”

We then find mention of another “Celtic alliance”, involving Irishman, Dr Gerry
Crean. At that time, Gerry, one of the founders of the SFO (and official “SFO
Legend”), was also our President. He featured in the programme as part of a fiddle
/ flute duet, playing ‘The Lark in the Clear Air’. The newspaper reported that: “Dr
Gerry Crean appeared with his fiddle, but first he explained: ‘l think you ought to
know that I'm a better doctor than a fiddler.’ Truth is he can fiddle as well.”

The SFO had such a great time that night that the orchestra made a return visit to
Belfast the following year. After that concert, one local newspaper report
described the SFO as, “in truth, one of the most versatile music machines around
today, giving space to both young and old musicians in a whole lot of directions.”

“There was a stage full of
talent around last night and
that included Yla Steven, who
paid tribute to Irish artistry
with the haunting Carolan
slow air ‘Blind Mary’.
Magnificent, and nothing
short of that.”

Onstage at the Belfast Waterfront - 30 October 2016



SFO reviewed at the Usher Hall Concert, June 2023

Ross, Katie and Ali in rehearsal with the SFO, 10 June 2023

For our Summer Edinburgh concert we were joined by legendary multi-
instrumentalists Ross Ainslie and Ali Hutton (alias “Ross and Ali”), together with
guitar maestro, Jenn Butterworth. The performance also featured the amazing
Katie Robertson, aka “The Wheeled Piper”.

Incognito among the audience was Scotsman reporter, Jim Gilchrist, and this is
the review he posted the following day (‘4 stars out of 5’ rating):

Music review: Scottish Fiddle Orchestra, Usher Hall, Edinburgh

This Shetland-themed concert from the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra conveyed a
heart-warming sense of bow-driven commitment and community, writes Jim
Gilchrist

Scottish Fiddle Orchestra, Usher Hall, Edinburgh ****

Robert Fergusson’s famous poetic injunction, “Fiddlers your pins in temper fix /
And roset weel your fiddle-sticks”, comes inevitably to mind when confronted by
the 140-plus-strong Scottish Fiddle Orchestra, a vigorous assembly of fiddlers
bolstered by accordions, cellos, double basses, flutes and a hefty percussion
section — not to mention their inspiring, wheelchair-borne piper, Katie Robertson
(aka “Katie the Wheeled Piper”).



Directed by Blair Parham - who seems to conduct as much with the swing of his
kilt as with his baton — and MC’d by Robert Lovie, their programme may have
included such old chestnuts as Highland Cathedral and a clap-along Scotland the
Brave, but much was thoughtfully chosen with, in this instance, a Shetland theme.
This prompted several zestful tune sets, not least some spirited jigs composed by
the late, great Willie Hunter and traditional reels led off by the familiar Willafjord
(though did they really need that rather stolid drum beat?).

The orchestra’s long-standing leader, Yla Steven, gave a lingering solo
interpretation of Hunter’s much-loved air, Leaving Lerwick Harbour, orchestra
sounding gently behind, while The Shetlander, a hornpipe composed by the
orchestra’s late founder, John Mason, received sprightly duet treatment from
June Nelson and Caroline Winn.

There were memorable interludes from the orchestra’s guests, the Ross Ainslie
and Ali Hutton trio, two celebrated pipers joined by respected guitarist Jenn
Butterworth. Ainslie and Hutton switched deftly between Highland pipes and low
whistles, the latter particularly mellifluous in a slow version of Lucy Farr’s
Hornpipe, and the orchestra joining in numbers such as Ainslie’s wistful Lullaby
For Mel and the high-powered exuberance of Kings.

Following a sonorously percussion-driven Old Man Of Hoy, all three pipers joining
in, we were played out and left with a heart-warming sense of bow-driven
commitment and community.

SFO Local

SFO members form alternative
groupings to play music (e.g. as

. members of Strathspey and Reel
Societies) or local branches of the SFO
, (i.e. just meet up randomly from time to
time).

Here are a couple of recent examples.

SFO Inverness Branch: Alexander and Rona



SFO Fife Branch

SFO Merchandise

We start them young in the indispensable team of volunteers who sell SFO
merchandise at our concerts.

one SFO “shop” at each of
our main concerts, so
please look out for these
friendly faces and support
us if you can.

The whole selection of SFO
accessories includes caps,
buffs, bags, mugs, CDs and
much more.

SFO Merchandise team - Aberdeen Beach Ballroom - 02 April 2023



Everything is available for postal purchase using
the details in the “Contacts” table below and also
via the SFO website.

DVDs include the one we recorded at the Belfast
Waterfront in October 2016.

At in-person events, our helpers are always willing
to make personal recommendations from our
back catalogue - as you can see below!

Relaxed service and no ‘hard’ selling at the SFO Merchandise stall...


about:blank

Forthcoming concerts

Date Concert Venue Status

O1and 02 September | The SSE Arena, Tickets on sale

2023 Belfast International
Tattoo

23 September 2023 | Glasgow Royal Tickets on sale
Concert Hall

O7 October 2023 Belfast Ulster Hall Tickets on sale

30 December 2023 Edinburgh Usher Hall | Tickets on sale

24 February 2024 Perth Concert Hall Tickets on sale soon

- see here
Contacts
Secretary SFO Secretary, 44 Roman Road, Almondbank,
Perth PH13LQ
Treasurer SFO Treasurer, O/1 162 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6US

Patrons/Friends

SFO Patrons/Friends, 24 Golf Crescent, Troon,
Ayrshire KA10 6JZ

Postal Sales

SFO Merchandise, 3 Crummieholm Gardens,
Troon, Ayrshire, KA10 7THZ



https://belfastinternationaltattoo.com/tickets/
https://www.glasgowconcerthalls.com/Pages/EventDetail.aspx?event=2/the-scottish-fiddle-orchestra
https://www.ulsterhall.co.uk/what-s-on/scottish-fiddle-orchestra/
https://www.usherhall.co.uk/whats-on/scottish-fiddle-orchestra-hogmanay-celebration-1
https://www.perththeatreandconcerthall.com/whats-on
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SFO members - with compére, Robert Lovie - on a calm and balmy Aberdeen Beach Boulevard - 02 April 2023
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Providing a heart-warming sense of bow-driven commitment
and community
since 1980.
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