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The SFO Finishes 2023 on a High (Congratulations, Blair!)

In case you haven’t heard already, Blair (Parham - our Musical Director and
Conductor) was awarded an MBE in the New Year’s Honours list.

We are delighted for Blair and this well-deserved recognition of his contribution to
Scottish Music through the SFO and his various other projects.

The announcement was made on 29" December, which meant it was perfectly
timed for our annual Pre-
Hogmanay Concert at the
Usher Hall, Edinburgh, on the
following evening.

The concert was almost a
sell-out and featured some :
of the biggest ensemble W (5 Py s
pieces we have performed RNy B.pl s '
for a while, featuring R o
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34 First fiddles;

24 Second Fiddles;
6 Accordions;

5 Basses;

6 Cellos;

3 Flutes; The SFO and Preston Lodge Pipe Band - Usher Hall - 30 December 2023




3 SFO Percussionists;

1Pianist;

10rganist;

2 SFO Pipers (one also a Second fiddle);

29 members of Preston Lodge Pipe Band (16 Pipers and 13 Drummers).

So that was an orchestra of 84 players and, with the pipe band, a total of 113
instumentalists on stage.

The programme included showpiece items with the pipe band (The Skye Boat
Song and Highland Cathedral) and we also welcomed Mezzo Soprano, Colette
Ruddy, and compeére, Robert Lovie.

Colette had made an eclectic choice of songs, from nursery rhymes (Aitken
Drum) to Burns (Ae Fond Kiss), and from celebratory (The Road to Isles) to
“homesick” (The Mist-Covered Mountains of Home) and spiritual (Amazing
Grace).

Here are a few photos to give you a flavour of the evening.

Screenshot from performance of Highland Cathedral



Amber Thornley's solo during Hamnataing

The audienc stands for Auld Lang Syne (viewed from the Bass Section)




But it was Blair’s night and it was interesting to see how news outlets in other
countries with strong fiddle music traditions picked up on Blair’s accolade too.

Irishnews.com quoted Blair’s reaction as: “I'm deeply honoured and incredibly
thrilled to be awarded the MBE for services to
Scottish music. It’s hard to get my head round but |
haven’t stopped smiling since | received the news,
though keeping it a secret until now has been pretty
challenging. Of course, if it weren’t for the wonderful
musicians I've worked with and the generous
audiences we've performed for, | wouldn’t be in the
very fortunate position I'min, so a massive thank-
you to them all.”

Blair Parham, MBE

A Social Media Review of the Year
Social media is crucial to all organisations.

Your website is your online headquarters — because you own it — but the ‘rented
space’ of social media is where you try to engage with your audience as much as
possible.

It can be a bit of a ‘firehose’, with the speed at which content flashes past the
viewer and, to some extent, is lost forever.

As a way of reviewing 2023, in this edition of the newsletter, we will look back over
items and discussions featured in the SFO’s Facebook account and related
accounts. We'll aim to revisit some of the content you may have missed. It won'’t
be a comprehensive retrospective but hopefully representative.

Within the SFO, Julie Carrie and Alexander Davidson are the nerve centre of our
social media team. During the earlier part of the year, as happens from time to
time, they were assisted by our friends at Innes & Campbell Communications.

As a 30" December fixture in the SFO’s calendar of events over many years, the
2022 performance is a good place to start our review of 2023’s content...



Edinburgh Concert (2022) as springboard to the New Year...

< % The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra

Posted by Alexander Davidson

31 Dec 2022 A(‘,

Thank you Edinburgh and the Usher Hall for a fabulous
concert last night - we hope you're all ready to bring in
the new year with an SFO tune in your heart! @

Next stop, Perth Theatre and Concert Hall on Sat 4
February and Aberdeen’s Beach Ballroom on Sun 2 April
&. check out our website for more information and links
to box offices g

If you made it along last night and would like to leave
us some feedback feel free to comment below we're
keen to know what you enjoyed or didn’t enjoy; your
favourite tunes/sets from the programme; and anything
else you'd like us to know!

Don’t want to make your thoughts known publicly? Just
drop us a message on messenger.

https://www.sfo.org.uk/




All comments v

@ Cath Chalmers
Fantastic performance and great audience

participation. Wonderful orchestra, never fail
to thrill and arrangements just amazing. Sat

next to a delightful American lady on her first

visit to SFO. She was quite overcome! We all

went home with big grins on our faces. & &

Out came the cd’s this morning. Thanl_< you,

we'll be back as always. & W W W K W

M- <e-

51w Love Reply Hide

Rena Glass
Roll on 4th February at Perth. &

=

51w Love Reply Hide

Liz Martin
Loved the whole evening! Thank you!

51w Love Reply Hide

Barbara Prentice
See you at Perth xx

P

51w Love Reply Hide

Lynda Kerr
Fantastic night x

51w Love Reply Hide

10



Anne Timoney

Thoroughly enjoyed concert as always. Only
disappointment that Highland Cathedral
wasn't on programme !

50w Love Reply Hide 1°

David Gleneagles Waddell

Fantastic night as usual colette and Dennis 2
fabulous singers.gary is a great compere. Pipe
band fantastic... all started with my favourite
tune. 100,000 welcomes... well done to
everyone copcgrned for a truly wonderful

evening & W W @
51w Love Reply Hide 4 QD

€ Top fan
Veronica Anne Culling

Always a pleasure to play in the Usher Hall...
and what a fabulous audience!

51w Love Reply Hide 200
Florence Whitelaw

Fantastic night loved all the music. See you in
june. Tickets already booked

51w Love Reply Hide 300



@ Graham Steele
An excellent concert last night, as usual. The

whole programme of “Stories” was superb.
Compeére, singers, pipers on top form.

My favourite tune was ‘The Furry Boots Polka’,
This shows off the great composing/arranging
skills of the late great John M Mason MBE.
And to be written for such a dear friend, Dr
Robbie Shepherd MBE, fits so well with his
own inimitable style.

Great work to all who helped put on this show;
but chiefly to Blair and the whole Orchestra for
making last night a magical evening.

51w Love Reply Hide 4 Q0

‘ Hilary Turbayne
Thanks to the wonderful audience last night.

You made it a very special evening for all of us
in the orchestra.
Haste ye back!

51w Love Reply Hide 10

Ann Parham
905585 %0 fantastic concert. Loved hearing

orchestra playing with the pipe band. Quite
emotional ) )}

51w Love Reply Hide 10

From the above comments, ‘Pre-Hogmanay’ 2022 was a successful concert, and
it’s just as well Highland Cathedral was in the programme for 30 December 2023...



Are there any cellos in the SFO?

('» Austin Dee Robson
Love SFO. Any cellos in the orch? Always

sounds like they could use cello/more cello to
smooth things out and fill in the lower
registers some...imo ---

50w Like Reply Hide

b Rona Porter

Austin Dee Robson yes! We have six
cellos, do you play? Do you fancy joining
us? Check out this link to The Skye Boat
Song where the cellos have the tune!
Enjoy!

https://fb.watch/hTBVf2kUO_/
50w Like Reply < % The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra

Posted by Alexander Davidson
22 Jan- &

We currently have vacancies in the Cello section, and
invite enthusiastic and able players who can commit to a
small number of concerts and an annual rehearsal to
apply for an audition. There are some beautiful
arrangements with cello melodies to showcase this
section.

Come and join Scotland's National Fiddle Orchestra!

We are delighted to report that, as a result of our recruitment drive, during 2023
we have added 2 more cellists to the Section — welcome to Anne Tavendale and
Eilidh Stewart.



Perth feedback — 5" February 2023

ﬁ Rena Glass

¥ What an amazing night from start to finish. So
enjoyed the whole experience. Here's to next
year. Thank you one and all. Xx

46w Love Reply Hide 1 o
"> .
s Sue Gledhill
' Leaving Lerwick Harbour was amazing
46w Love Reply Hide 10
@ Avril Fulton
Enjoyed it all but Leaving Lerwick Harbour was
beautiful ¢’
46w Love Reply Hide 20

Barbara Prentice
What a great night. You were all amazing. Till
next time..Thank you. xx

Y
t

46w Love Reply Hide 10

Helen MacLeod

Fantastic! Could not pick out any part we did
not enjoy. | was with two 11yr old strings
players who were blown away by SFO.
Especially enjoyed the collaborations with
Collette and also the RAF Band @

46w Love Reply Hide 10

&

Audiences enjoyed the ‘Northern Isles’ theme which ran throughout our 2023
concert season and which we discussed in more detail in the October 2023
Newsletter.

In 2022 (i.e. last year), the SFO played at seven different venues in Scotland as
part of our “normal” concert series. In addition, there were four pop-up concerts.

During 2023, we have performed seven major mainland UK concerts as follows:
February - Horsecross Concert Hall, Perth

April - Beach Ballroom, Aberdeen
May - Dalziel St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Motherwell


https://www.sfo.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/SFO-Newsletter-97-October-2023.pdf
https://www.sfo.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/SFO-Newsletter-97-October-2023.pdf

June - Usher Hall, Edinburgh

September - RSNO Auditorium, Royal Concert Hall, Glasgow
October - Ulster Hall, Belfast

December - Usher Hall, Edinburgh

Members of the Orchestra also performed at pop-up concerts at the Royal
Infirmary of Edinburgh, Piping Live! (Glasgow), Glasgow Central Station, and in
Belfast on two occasions - outside the Titanic Exhibition and at Victoria Square
Market. Of particular note was the SFO’s participation in the Belfast International
Tattoo (01 and 02 September 2023) through a small group of 15 players.

Your favourite venue for an SFO Concert

When we think back through all the
amazing venues we’ve played in, each of MEET THE
our members will choose a different ORCHESTRA
favourite. Here’s what Joy Hosie had to
say about that.

“My all-time favourite must be playing in it i Mo Kot
Sydney Opera House. My clear memory
of that occasion was having an audience
of about 3,000 people and playing “600
Miles” by The Proclaimers and everybody
jumping up and down with their arms in
the air.”

to play in?

Andy Paterson (one of our Stage

Managers):

INTERVIEW Andy | 2nd Fiddle

“We've played lots of great venues in

- the UK and all round the world, including
(.4 ' in Canada and China. In Canada, there
were many ice rinks that had been
converted to concert halls. The cultural
differences were apparent in China,
with lots of people coming in half way
through the concert.

N

a
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MEET THE
The Royal Albert Hall in London was a
ORCHESTRA special place to play, being such an

iconic venue.”




| | I | Meet Sheena Mather and
Hilary Turbayne - 1* fiddle

INTERVIEW deskies (i.e. they share a

stand on stage). They agreed

their favourite venue to

P. A » perform in so far had been St.
- . Magnus Cathedral in Kirkwall,

Orkney.

9 ; ” Sheena also rated “Highland
' Cathedral in the Usher Hall

'.' MEET THE with the Pipe Organ and the
Pipe Band - that’s pretty
ORCHESTRA

special..” Hilary agreed that
was a “hairs on the back of
your neck” experience.

The Importance of Bucket Collections

< % The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra

Posted by Lily Georgia

Mar - &

Hip, hip hooray! &% Thanks to the generosity of our
Perth audience, we've been able to add another £880 to
our collections for Children's Hospices Across Scotland,
bringing our total donations to more than £20,500!

Thank you so much to anyone who's able to pop some
pennies in the buckets at our shows, your contributions
really do make such a difference.

Children's Hospices Across Scotland &
Absolutely brilliant! Thank you so much to The
Scottish Fiddle Orchestra and to everyone
who donated in support of children and
families



The SFO in Numbers

SooLe IN NUMBERS

A

A
X L)

venues played
across the UK &
Ireland

D)

albums released - &
we feature in 17
more

cities performed in
across the world

years in existence

times we've toured
the globe

When did you attend your first SFO Concert?

In how many different towns and cities (and venues) have you seen the SFO
perform?

Do you have any records / cassettes / CDs ? DVDs of the SFO and, if so, which
one is your favourite?



Where should the SFO do pop-up concerts?

This year, we had successful pop-up concerts in Aberdeen, Glasgow and Belfast.

In May, we asked our Facebook audience where they would like to see us “pop up”
and their answers covered lot of famous places across the world. From Kamloops
to Sanquhar.

< The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra
May - G

We just loved our pop up performance in Aberdeen

y Bonnie Williams
Melbourne
ke Reply Hide

Androw K Murray
Lockerbie or Dumfries
ik Reply Hide

Michael Black

Sage Gateshead

ike Reply Hide >,
d . Ciara Green
@ Gretna
Liz Begg Taylor
Eden Court Inverness Like Reply Hide
ike Reply Hide 2 €
See Insights and Ads Boost post Reply a o 0 Barbara Carr
“ Rona Porter replied Western Canada...mainly Kamloops !!!
(1) Like 7 Comment ;,’::) Share - Like Reply Hide
i Judy Atp
Q054 Sanquhar
ke Reply Hide

3 shares

Heather Cooke
All comments v Halifax

2 Like Reply Hide
0 Ysanne Hill y d h
Elgin Town Hall or Fochabers Institute... "
= & Margaret Weir Craig
ike Reply Hide R Ayr

= 2 Like Reply Hide
G Sandra Rands Guilfoyle ! o e
Boston

Like Reply Hide

Thank you

This seems like a good place to pause and send you our heartfelt thanks for your
continued support of the SFO. We'd like to thank everyone who has helped us in
2023 - from concert hall staff to pipe band members, from our Front of House
(merchandise-selling) team to the various companies and individuals who have
helped us travel around the UK, getting to and from concerts. It always ends up
being a massive team effort and you, our Patrons and Friends, are a fundamental
part of it all.



Ross Ainslie gets to perform on stage with his Mum at last.
% The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra

Posted by Karen MacCorquodale

1Jun - &
Ross Ainslie will be joining us in June for our Usher Hall
Concert, along with Ali Hutton & Jenn Butterworth. And
for added pressure this is the first time he'll be
performing on stage with his MUM! We can wait for
these sounds! J)J

M https://www.usherhall.co.uk/whats-on/scottish-
fiddle-orchestra-summer-concert-1

Ross Ainslie and Ali Hutton Jenn Butterworth

Ali (left) and Ross (right)

Whether this was truly the first time Ross and his Mum, Aileen (SFO 1% fiddle
section and Perth Concert Administrator) had shared a stage or not, it made for a
good ‘story’, along with Ali and Jenn. This was a critically-acclaimed concert - for
more on that, see our June 2023 Newsletter.


https://www.rossainslie.com/
https://alihutton.com/about/
https://www.jennbutterworth.co.uk/

The financial stresses and strains for Scottish professional
traditional musicians

CITY. HALLS

cellic
conneclions
S 2024

THE RCS TRAD SHOWCASE
GLASGOW ROYAL CONCERT HALL

20TH JAN
ROSS AINSLIE & ALI HUTTON BAND
OLD FRUITMARKET

26TH JAN
KINNARIS QUINTET
OLD FRUITMARKET

2ND FEB

WILL POUND & JENN BUTTERWORTH

THE NATIONAL PIPING CENTRE.
A

oo

e

4TH FEB
BEC YOUNG TRAD FINALS

Isidl

Although the input required by many of our
Board members is significant, in the end, we
in the SFO can be thankful that music-
making is not our day job - or, at least, not
our self-employed day job.

Sharing the bill with Ross, Aliand Jenn in
Edinburgh in June 2023 reminded us all
that it’s a gruelling business making your
living from traditional music.

There is constant travel and the increasing
need to spread yourself ever more thinly

across many different projects and bands.

January 2024 will see Celtic Connections in Glasgow and you can imagine from
Jenn Butterworth’s personal poster - setting out the various concerts in which she
will be performing - the quantity and variety of music she will require to have in
her head and at her fingertips.

Jenn’s own Twitter feed recently contained a “rant” about the impact, in
particular, that music streaming services have on financial returns from
musicians. It’s a difficult topic, given that many of us use these services daily and
there is an argument that they help us find new music which we may then buy on
CD or see live in concert.

Nevertheless, it's an important exposition of
the ‘hard facts’ at the coal face for folk who
share many of the SFO’s objectives - to
preserve, advance and develop the
traditional music of Scotland.

It’s a reminder that we need to continue to
support live music, buy ‘product’ direct from
the artist wherever possible and spread the
word. If you're a regular reader of this
Newsletter, you'll know that we invariably
end with a plug for our own merchandise.

é‘« Jenn Butterworth
NEsy @jennbutterworth

*rant alert” The 2023 Spotify Wrapped is out.

It costs anything between £7000 and
£30,000+ to make an album these days.
We’re under pressure to create high quality
content to share regularly with our fans, but
we make hardly anything back on streams.

10:10 - 02/12/2023 from Earth - 34K Views

67 Reposts 8 Quotes 219 Likes 4 Bookmarks



Jenn Butterworth - 2/12/23 - Thread continues on next page

Jenn Butterworth (continuation of the thread begun in the image on the previous
page):

“Often the only way artists raise enough revenue to record new music is through
selling their music. We know CDs are slowly being phased out - many audience
members have explained recently that they don’t have a CD player at home any
more.”

“Although we understand that the old system of selling CDs at gigs is no longer
viable, it’s hard to find an alternative. Download tea towels feel like a sticking
plaster, not a solution.”

“If we move to a streaming-only system, we’'ll also be moving to a system where
only those who can afford to record music will have the privilege to do so. What
does that mean for diversity in music?”

“What would the equivalent be in other professions? - you get paid for physically
going places & sharing your product, but that product is sold for pennies. Is this
like a plumber getting paid a call out fee but the new boiler they have to buy & fit
they give to you for £0.01?”

Find out more about Jenn Butterworth here: https://www.jennbutterworth.co.uk/

Find out more about Ross Ainslie here: https://www.rossainslie.com/

Find out more about Ali Hutton here: https://alihutton.com/

The SFO is truly a national fiddle orchestra

SFO members come from all over the UK.

With apologies to Shetland and the South-west of England for their omission,
here’s a map which featured on social media during 2023, showing where our
current members are (currently) based (at least a few of them come from Orkney,
originally, for example!).


https://www.jennbutterworth.co.uk/
https://www.rossainslie.com/
https://alihutton.com/
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The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra eee
Posted by Karen MacCorquodale i
15 Jun - &

The SFO is truly a national orchestra, just look at how
spread out we are. It's a huge commitment for our
members to attend our rehearsals and dedicated at-
home practice, but we just love it when we get together
and get to play our favourite tunes. JpJ

‘Walk the Walk:
CHAS;

Friends of the Neuro Ward (Aberdeen
RI; RNLI
Alzheime:

Scotland;

=
Edinburgh Direct”
Aid: Mecmillan;

Davidson Mains & District Pipe Band;

Troon Boys Brigade Pipe Band:
i *
‘West Fife Schools Pipe Band:

Niel Gow Fiddle
Festival; Nomad
Beat:

Nottinghamshire Police Pipe Band

‘Williamwood Pipe Band:
Vale of
Atholl Pipe Band Association;
Stockbridge Pipe
Band;
Orkney Traditional
Music Project;
The Govan Schools Pipes & Drums;

Royal High Pipe Band:
City of York Pipe
Band;
Haddington Pipe Band;
. RAF Central
. Scotland Pipe & Drums;
Sistema Scotland;
> ﬁ-.;}. Ayr Gaiety
5 Partnership:
Lerwick Royal Legion Pipe
Band;
Perth & District Pipe Band




The Best Thing about the SFO?

Bob Diament is the SFO’s chairman and
plays in the 2" Fiddle section.

“The best thing about the orchestra? The
concerts are great - the after-concerts
are even better sometimes. But it's the
camaraderie in the orchestraitself - it's
the people you meet. We come from all
over the country - from all sorts of
different walks of life. And we all come
together and, somehow, we all just get on.
It's marvellous.”

SFO Mug "Desk Tidy" (Stationery not included)

INTERVIEW Bob | 2nd Fiddle

4 i ~

MEET THE
ORCHESTRA

SFO Merchandise

You knew it was coming.

This is your inevitable reminder about
the SFO’s merchandise - SFO caps,
buffs, bags, mugs, desk-tidies (mugs),
CDs and more.

These are all available for postal
purchase using the details in the
“Contacts” table below and also via
the SFO website.



about:blank
about:blank

Forthcoming concerts

Date Concert Venue Status

24 February 2024 Perth Concert Hall Tickets on sale

21 April 2024 Aberdeen Beach Tickets on sale

(2.30pm) Ballroom

O1June 2024 Reid Hall, Forfar Tickets on sale

30 December 2024 Edinburgh Usher Hall | Tickets not yet on

sale
Contacts

Secretary SFO Secretary, 44 Roman Road, Alimondbank,
Perth PH13LQ

Treasurer SFO Treasurer, O/1 162 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6US

Patrons/Friends | SFO Patrons/Friends, 24 Golf Crescent, Troon,
Ayrshire KA10 6JZ

Postal Sales SFO Merchandise, 3 Crummieholm Gardens,
Troon, Ayrshire, KA10 7THZ

We hope to see you at one or more of
our Concerts in 2024.

All the best for a happy, healthy and
fiddle-music-filled 2024!

SFO Gobo projected at the Usher Hall, Edinburgh -
30 December 2023


https://www.perththeatreandconcerthall.com/whats-on/the-scottish-fiddle-orchestra-243002
https://www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/whats-on/the-scottish-fiddle-orchestra-2/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/forfar/reid-hall-forfar/the-scottish-fiddle-orchestra/e-dgmaem

