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A Hundred Thousand Welcomes!

The SFO Newsletter has seen periods of regular
quarterly publication and other phases where the
publishing schedule has slipped.

As we are producing the Newsletter digitally and
distributing it mostly via email marketing software
(AWeber), as mentioned in our May 2024 Newsletter,
we were affected by Google’s deliverability rule changes
early in 2024.

Essentially, it meant we could not send bulk quantities of
email until our website was properly authenticated
according to Google’s Guidelines. A change of hosting
platform for the SFO website was required before we
could “blast out” another email broadcast.

Hopefully, that’s one of the better excuses we've come
up with for a Newsletter hiatus - this one running from
May to November 2024.

In these circumstances, thank you for not unsubscribing!
Also, changing perspective for a moment, if this is the
first “new” newsletter you have ever received from the



https://www.sfo.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/SFO-Newsletter-99-May-2024.pdf

SFO, thank you for subscribing at a time when the “news” content has not been so
new.

In this edition, we look back to the SFO’s embryonic first aloum release and
forward to what we hope will be its next one. As well as sharing photos from our
Conductor’'s Summer trip to the Palace and celebrating our Leader’s admission to
the Traditional Music Hall of Fame, we take a look back to the time when the SFO
won at the Trad Awards. We provide an update on the SFO’s “Access Initiative”
and report on a much-anticipated, exciting and (we hope) imminent tunebook
release.

Firstly, though, a request for feedback.

Who and why?

We would like to know more about you, as one of our most interested supporters.

Firstly, who are you? What is it that gives you a feeling of connection to the SFO?
Maybe you play the fiddle and are looking for information and inspiration. Perhaps
you enjoy our concerts and want to be kept in the loop regarding our upcoming
performances. Or maybe - whether you live in Scotland or further afield - we are a
link to Scottish culture and “home”.

Secondly, we want to be as sure as we can be that we're giving you exactly what
you need from us. If you have a minute to spare, it would be great to know what is
the number-one thing you're hoping to get from the SFO in general and our
Newsletter in particular.

The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra’s first album?

The SFO has been in existence since
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The first album release bearing the
orchestra’s name, however, appeared in 7 A
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As Jamie Mason explains:
“This album was recorded at the first rally

that was done before the SFO was official
(at London’s Royal Albert Hall).
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Neil Ross of REL Studios hired Fleetwood Mac’s Mobile Recording Studio in order
to record the concert.

There are some stories about it.

It had been “well planned” and “badly planned” all at the same time. The album
labels or covers were printed before the recording was made, and so the concert
had to go according to plan, but it didn’t. | think inexperience and optimism
factored large.”

Do you have a copy of this Double LP?

John Mason conducts the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra at the Royal Albert Hall,
London - SLEEVE NOTES -

This double album commemorates a T EE——
new development in the appeal of e
the massed Fiddlers'Rally. For the
first time - this huge orchestra,
consisting of players from every part
of Scotland, have travelled en masse
to the magnificent Royal Albert Hall
in the City of London. For many of
the audience it was their first
experience of a Fiddlers' Rally. Who
better then to introduce them to this
concert than John Mason who is
without a doubt the most dynamic
and energetic conductor in the field
today. He has put together a
program which should satisfy all
tastes with a blend of contemporary
and traditional pieces with modern arrangements. At times, individual talents
perform with the orchestra to support them. These include violin duets from Betty
Henderson and Reesa McGinn of Ayr and singing duets from Pat Carter and lan
Hart of Troon. Solo singing from Mary Sandeman of Edinburgh is a new and
delightful addition to the orchestra’s repertoire. This record is a memento of the
whole occasion as it happened on that day and we hope it will give you many
happy hours of listening.

Conductor: John M Mason; Leader: William S Dunlop; Singers: Mary Sandeman,
Pat Carter, lan Hart; Fiddle Duettists: Betty Henderson, Reesa McGinn; Solo
Fiddle: Bill Brian (Winner, 1978 Golden Fiddle Awards); Organist: Stuart Anderson;
Accompanists: James E. Thomas, J. Hunter Faulds.



Blair Parham, M.B.E.

Congratulations to Blair on receiving his
M.B.E. from King Charles at Buckingham
Palace on 02 July 2024.

This was Blair’s report of his special day
with his family to the SFO Members’
WhatsApp group:

“It was the King doing the Investiture. Spoke
for a fair bit with him. He said he loved
seeing the massed fiddles and | said that
was us! He said if there was ever a chance
to come see us perform he'd love to. | said
Princess Anne had come to several
concerts previously and I'm sure | saw a




“Andy Murray? Didn’t know he could sing!”

"On the 28™ of September, our residents at Boclair Care Home in Glasgow were
treated to an unforgettable experience as special guests of the Scottish Fiddle
Orchestra. We had the privilege of
attending a private rehearsal before
their much-anticipated performance
later that evening at Paisley Town
Hall. This exclusive opportunity was
made even more meaningful, as we
were one of only two care homes
invited to the event."

The SFO’s Access Initiative has now been going for 5 years.
This was the brainchild of SFO member, Isla Ferguson and she takes up the story:

“I think that originally there was a call from the SFO Board for ideas for
“marketing” and so on and, even though this wasn’t exactly marketing, | thought it
would be a good thing to do, so suggested it. | knew that other musical
organisations (I had RSNO, Scottish Opera and Scottish Ballet in mind, | think) did
“dementia-friendly” performances and so the idea came from that.”

“We first hosted guests at the Usher Hall in
Edinburgh in December 2019: we don’t
have any details about numbers from that
day. The guests were from The Singing
Group, a group for people living with
dementia and for their family members.”

“We didn’t host any guests in 2020 or
2021

“In 2022 we had 34 guests, again in
Edinburgh, from The Singing Group.”

“In 2023 we had 86 guests across two Edinburgh concerts (June and December)
and one concert in Perth.”

“So far in 2024, we have had 55 guests, in Perth and in Paisley. We will also be
hosting guests at the rehearsal for the Usher Hall on December 30™" 2024.”


https://the-singing-group.webflow.io/
https://the-singing-group.webflow.io/

“The Singing Group have been return guests to the Edinburgh concerts. We have
also hosted guests from The Forget-Me-Notes, a similar organisation, from the
Edinburgh Erskine Home for Veterans and from The Astley Ainslie Hospital.”

“In Perth, we have had guests from the local Perth & Kinross Council Dementia
Café and also from Strathcare.”

“Strathcare are an organisation that provide transport services to people in the
Strathearn area who would
otherwise be quite isolated.
They use “Bertie Bus” to
collect passengers from the
Strathearn area and take them
to Perth for shopping and
activities “Helping relieve age-
related isolation and
loneliness™. Bertie Bus have
come twice to the Perth
rehearsal (2023 and 2024).”

“In Paisley, we had guests from the Bridge of Weir Morar Living care home, from
Boclair Care Home in Bearsden and Buchanan Lodge Care Home (also in
Bearsden) which is the “sister” home of Boclair.”

The Access Initiative has proven to be popular among the SFO players. It always
makes a positive difference to mood and concentration levels within the
orchestra if there is an audience - especially an enthusiastic and participative
one!


https://bertiebus.org.uk/

The following comments were posted after the Paisley concert.

Diana MecCrone

Celia Chamberlain
Do | get extra brownie points for managing to rock and roll to Irish Jigs? Definitely
mixing the genres!

Celia, | think that was the highlight of the day, watching the row of care home residents
(and carers) hopping up and down to The Rakes of Kildare just behind Blair. .
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o June Melson

|, too, would like to add my thanks to all those involved in yesterday's event. It's amazing
what can be achieved with teamwaorlk!!
| loved having our rehearsal visitors - one of the best initiatives of the SFO!!
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Diana McCrone
Celia, | think that was the highlight of the day, watching the row of care home
residents (and carers) hopping up and down to The Rakes of Kildare just behind Blair.

Watching the guests dance was a highlight of the afternoon for me too, Celia: | loved it! |
was hoping and praying they wouldn't all try to keep up as the tempo
picked up though!! iz

@ Celia Chamberlain

~|sla Ferguson +44 7739 309136
Watching the guests dance was a highlight of the afternoon for me too, Celia: | loved
it! | was hoping and praying they wouldn't all try to keep up as the tempo picked up though!! €3...

Bet they slept last night! | never got to tell folks but the song Annie Laurie was announced
and avery deaf lady shouted, "Andy Murray? Didn't know he could sing?” The carers and |
were hystericall
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As Isla says, “Listening to music can be such an uplifting experience that taps into
SO many emotions.”

“l just think we should do what we can to ensure as many people as possible have
the opportunity to access live music.”



“The feedback from the different organisations we've worked with has been really
positive and encouraging. For people living with dementia, in particular, but also
for those who are residents in care homes, it seems live music can make such a
difference to people’s mood and to how they engage with the world and others
around them.”

P.S. As you can probabily tell from the above selection of photos from our Paisley
concert in September 2024, our Stage Managers, Chris and Andy, have been
experimenting with the lighting, something which has been ongoing since our
Northern Ireland Tour in May this year.



Has the SFO ever won any awards?

The increasing visibility of Artificial Intelligence on the internet means thatitis
easy to end up in a perpetual loop of questions which become increasingly
granular (and absurd).

If you start with: “The SFO - Who are they and are they good and trusted?”, by
following a geographical line in subsequent question prompts, you can quickly end
up with the (supposed) answer to a question such as: “What is The Moray
Council’s opinion of the SFO?”

Asking one such search engine “What awards has the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra
won?”, gave the following answer.

“The search results do not provide specific information about any awards won by
the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra. However, they do mention that Blair Parham, the
musical director of the orchestra, was awarded an MBE in the King's New Year's
Honour list for his services to Scottish music.”

“Additionally, Yla Steven, a leader within the orchestra, received a British Empire
Medal in the 2015 Queen's Birthday Honours
list for services to Scottish music. These
honours reflect recognition of individual
contributions to the field rather than awards
for the orchestra as a whole.”

That summary contains correct information
in relation to Blair and Yla but not as regards
the achievements of the orchestra itself.

The SFO won the category for “Best
Strathspey and Reel Society” at the
Traditional Music Awards in 2008.

The particular category only ran for three
years and the SFO was the final winner of
that category.

Here is a photo of John Mason with the
trophy.



https://projects.handsupfortrad.scot/scotstradmusicawards/mg-alba-scots-trad-music-awards-2008/

Another Accolade for Yla

The SFO’s Leader, Yla Steven, will be inducted into the Scottish Traditional Music
Hall of Fame (for “Services to Community”) on 30 November 2024 and we
congratulate her on this thoroughly-deserved recognition.

You can read more about this on the Hands Up For Trad website, which
concludes by noting that: “As the third Leader of the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra
since its formation in 1980, following in the footsteps of Willie Dunlop and Bill
Cook, Yla Steven continues to inspire and guide the next generation of Scottish
musicians. Her life’s work is a shining example of the power of music to unite,
inspire, and preserve cultural heritage for generations to come.”

Thanks to Hands Up For Trad for this lovely photo of Yla, which was taken after
she had been notified of her success.

Happy Memories of Robbie Shepherd

A jubilant celebration of the life of Robbie Shepherd was held at His Majesty’s
Theatre in Aberdeen on 20" October 2024.

12 members of the SFO took part, as one third of the “fiddlers’ rally” section of the
programme, along with the players from Aberdeen and Banchory Strathspey and
Reel Societies.


https://projects.handsupfortrad.scot/hall-of-fame/yla-steven-bem/

The Press & Journal devoted a lot of print and photos to reporting on a very varied
concert which featured a stellar line-up of performers.

Review: A’ the
best performers
honour Robbie
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SFO members, past and present, were also in the audience. As the call went out
only for fiddlers, Veronica Culling (flautist with the SFO), could not be on the stage.
She attended the concert with her Mum, Norma Watson, a founding fiddler-
member of the SFO and also a member of ‘
the Aberdeen S&R Society.

Hosted by Robert Lovie, the show packed
160 performers into around three-and-a-half
hours of entertainment. Robert was not the
only SFO compeére on the bill, as Gary Innes
also made an appearance, reflecting on
Robbie’s advice to him when he took over as
presenter of Take the Floor “to always be
himself and not to worry about having big
shoes to fill because Robbie was only a size
seven.”

A night to remember and give thanks for the life of a unique man who has given so
much not just to the music and culture of his beloved North East but also to the
whole of Scotland.

Jim McColl

We were very sad indeed to hear of the passing of another former SFO compére,
in Jim McColl. Jim was a performer as part of the SFO to as great an extent as he
was its Master of Ceremonies. He sang in the Glee Club and played accordion.



In the wider world, he was most associated with gardening and television as the
presenter of the Beechgrove Garden, which he hosted from 1978, retiring after 41
years on screen in 2019.

The following photos - provided via various SFO members - should give a good
flavour of Jim’s musical talent and, above all, his sense of fun and how absolutely
integral he was within the SFO family.

Clockwise from top: With Colette Ruddy and Dennis Haggerty, St. Magnus
Cathedral, Kirkwall, Orkney, 2010; Glee club rehearsal in Nanaimo harbour
(Vancouver Island), waiting for the ferry to Vancouver, Canada 2005; Terrace,
Canadian Tour, 2005; Ceilidh, Kamloops, Canada, 09 July 1999; A Glee Club
regular!




A Book (or Books) of John Mason Compositions

The rumour is that John Mason composed around 760 tunes.

It’s small wonder then that has taken his family — with considerable help from a
small group of others - this length of time since John’s death in 2011 toreach a
point of near-publication of his tunes.

It's exciting to think that all his well-known melodies will soon be available in one
place but as exciting to think of the prospect of so many “new” tunes to discover,
learn and enjoy. (The SFO’s repertoire currently includes about 80 John Mason
compositions — as well as a vast number of his arrangements).

We hope to have a further announcement to make by the time of our next
Newsletter - which we hope will not be as long as 6 months this time!

Forthcoming concerts

Date Concert Venue Status

30 December 2024 Edinburgh Usher Hall | Tickets on sale

22 February 2025 Perth Concert Hall Tickets on sale
05 April 2025 Easterbrook Hall, Tickets not yet on
Dumfries sale
Contacts
Secretary SFO Secretary, 44 Roman Road, Aimondbank,
Perth PH13LQ
Treasurer SFO Treasurer, O/1 162 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6US

Patrons/Friends | SFO Patrons/Friends, 24 Golf Crescent, Troon,
Ayrshire KA10 6JZ

Postal Sales SFO Merchandise, 3 Crummieholm Gardens,
Troon, Ayrshire, KA10 THZ



https://www.usherhall.co.uk/whats-on/scottish-fiddle-orchestra
https://www.perththeatreandconcerthall.com/whats-on/scottish-fiddle-orchestra-318802
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