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The John M. Mason Collection of tunes is published

Exciting news! -
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Through the generous funding of the Rev. James Currie Memorial Trust, J.D.C.
Publications Limited, Troon, The John M. Mason Collection was published on 17

October 2025.

The publishers have confirmed that first edition copies have been posted out - all
over the world, we understand - as a charitable donation to the recipients, with
the purpose of preservation of the work and to raise awareness of the

compositional work of John M. Mason.

Should anyone wish a free download of the works, you should go to the website at
thejohnmmasoncollection.com (note that it is ‘johnmmason”, i.e. 2 Ms consecutively).

It is worth noting that the website
allows not only digital download of
the two volumes of tunes free of
charge but also download of
individual tunes. Many of the tune
settings are accompanied by
suggested chord backings too.

On the website, you can also
complete an information sheet
stating that you are interested in
obtaining a hard copy of the reprint
or second edition of the work.

If the website generates the
necessary interest for a second
edition, J.D.C. shall consider the
position and keep interested parties
fully informed.

The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra is
delighted that John’s tunes have
been published in such beautiful
and accessible form.

FIDDLERS TO THE FORE

The SFO would wish to thank the funders, the publishers and all who have
contributed to identifying, collating and arranging the (over 600) tunes, given the
staggering amount of work this has required.

John was born in Kirkwall and The Orkney News have published an article with

super photographs of many of those heavily involved in the project, as well as
further details about the background. See also this Daily Record article.



https://www.sfo.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Treasure-Trove-of-John-M-Mason-Collection-Gifted-Worldwide-–-The-Orkney-News.pdf
https://www.sfo.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scottish-Traditional-Music-legends-legacy-will-live-on-as-compositions-are-gifted-to-the-world-Daily-Record.pdf

Who was the Reverend James Currie?

As noted above, the John M. Mason Collection has been funded by a donation
from the Rev. James Currie Memorial Trust. But who was James Currie?

Many of us have been members of the
SFO long enough to have known,
respected and laughed with Jimmy
Currie.

The Reverend James Currie (1921 -1987)
was a popular Church of Scotland
minister known for his humour, media
appearances and, latterly, as compere of
SFO concerts from the orchestra’s
inception in 1980 up to his death in 1987.

He served first at St James's Church in
Pollok, Glasgow, and later at the church in
Dunlop, Ayrshire.

The following excerpts are taken from
"God's Conman - The Life and Work of
the Reverend James Currie" by William
Coffey (1988).

This biography is out of print but second-
hand copies can be obtained. What

Rev. James Currie (Image: DC Thomson & Co Ltd) follows concentrates on the relationship
between James Currie and John Mason.

To get a more rounded view of James Currie — his sense of humour (including
some of his jokes), his participation as a speaker at thousands of Burns’ Suppers,
his love of football, and his innumerable ‘good works’ — William Coffey’s book is an
informative and entertaining read.

"You never know when you’ll meet people who'll be a major influence in your life.
You never know the man or woman, and you never know the minute.”

James Currie said words to this effect time and again. One such man is John
Mason MBE, a solicitor in Troon, and a highly respected musician and composer.
This man's influence on the Minister was considerable, but his contribution after
James's death will ensure that Currie's name endures and, more importantly, that
his life's work continues...



The Kilmarnock Caledonia Strathspey and Reel Society had put on a concert at
St James's and its leaders had been so impressed by Currie's talent as master of
ceremonies that they asked him to compere their annual concert at the Grand
Hall in Kilmarnock...

JOHN MASON

“Aye on the Fiddle - John Mason”

John Mason's first love was music, but he was to go on to study law. If Currie was
torn between the plough and the pulpit, this young man faced the dilemma of
choosing between legal briefs and musical notes. "My father asked me if I'd ever
heard of a full-time musician who was a part-time lawyer, so my choice of career
was evident." Like James, however, he succeeded in achieving both ambitions
and, in 1972, helped to establish the Ayr and Prestwick Strathspey and Reel
Society (The Strings of Scotland)...

As the reputation of the orchestra spread, John Mason's demanding standards
and ambitions increased. He wrote music, which is widely acclaimed, and he
wanted it to be performed by the best. Invitations were sent out to all the
Strathspey and Reel Societies to send their two best players to audition for
Mason's dream - and, in 1982 [in fact, 1980], the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra was
born...

"James never failed to turn up for a performance,” John Mason said. "He was a
brilliant link man and a natural comedian. He could handle 6000 people in the
Royal Albert Hall or 25 folk in a wee village hall. The size of the audience did not
matter to him. In fact, he could be better with the 25, and any performer will tell
you how difficult that task is."

"Performances at the Royal Albert Hall were recorded. James insisted that we
included waltzes in the programme, and that was part of his own performance. As



the first bars of the waltz floated across the hall, Currie would begin the routine:
“Now, some lucky girl is going to dance with me and I've got 2 left feet!" ...
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The two men had a deep
respect and affection for
each other. The
partnership actually
brought about what
James described as "the
greatest tribute ever paid
to me. | was told that |
brought a full house at the
Royal Albert Hall down to
a ceilidh. Isn't that great??
Isn't that what it's all
about?"

|||||||

John Mason praised
Currie the comedian. "He
was a supreme
entertainer. He knew
exactly how to treat his audience. He had two or three very good jokes. They
might have been old, but they were very good and he could tell them. I'd heard
them umpteen times and | still laughed. He would use these jokes to test the water
and, depending on how his audience reacted, he would tailor his act to suit. He was
never smutty, but he could be risqué, and his method of his delivery was perfect."...

He was a tremendous giving man. After a performance at the Albert Hall, when we
were all high and tired, he would leave quickly to catch the last train home to begin
his real work in the pulpit on Sunday morning. Our job was done, but his was just
beginning. If we were overrunning, he would ask if anybody in the audience could
give him a lift to the station.... And he got it. That's just the way he was. Friends give
you a lift in the car and James Currie was among friends. That was a large part of
his success. Every member of the audience regarded him as a friend. He was the
link between the orchestra and the audience — and what a superb link. He barely
covered his costs. He never asked for anything.” ...

A big show could drain me of energy and James would just take over. I'd no doubts
about his abilities. He would just come on and bolster the show. On one occasion
when | was to introduce the next singer, | just blacked out mentally. | don’t know
what was wrong. | asked James to do it and he strolled on to the stage and
performed as if it had been rehearsed ... And the audience loved him. He would
introduce me as “that great friend, gifted man of music, Johann Sebastian Mason.”
He was the best PR man | ever had.” ...



A match made in Heaven: JC, SFO, RAH.

At James's funeral, John Mason was approached by Robert Innes, Head of extra-
mural studies at Stirling University, and asked if he would help to ensure the
continuation of the Minister's work through the foundation of a trust fund. "It was a
great idea and | agreed immediately" John said.

The trustees of the James Currie Memorial Trust have been working quietly
raising capital. It is based at Airthrey Castle, The University, Stirling, and its
members cover a cross-section of society. They include Jack Bowman, Chief
Constable of Tayside; Anne Clark, a senior member of the National Association of
Carers; Dr Gerry Crean, a world authority on gastroenterology, singer Mary
Sandeman; Robert Kernohaan, editor of the Kirk's magazine Life and Work; lan
Collie, director of education for Central Region; Margaret Bell, retired Matron of
the Southern General Hospital in Glasgow; Robbie Shepherd, broadcasting
personality; Reesa McGinn, a teacher; and James Mackay, editor of the Burnsian."

The Scottish Fiddle orchestra dedicated the proceeds from a series of
performances to the James Currie Memorial Trust. The highlights were tunes
John composed and dedicated to James, The Arran Shepherd, The Drumadoon
Reel, John Mason’s Compliments to the Revd James Currie, and an overture
entitled The Friend of Man.”



The James Currie Memorial Trust is a registered charity having its registered
office at 36 West Portland Street, Troon, Ayrshire KA10 6AB (Charity Number
SC021769).

John Mason tunes as ‘Friends for Life’ (Contributed)

| think my first memory of John
Mason ‘the person’ was seeing him

hurry in late to one of the annual FEDD L E;D\. S PA L \i/
concert rallies presented by the &
Craigmount Strathspey and Reel LDICSSILE
Players in Corstorphine Primary ”.) \/

School, Edinburgh, probably J

around September 1980.

He was clearly an avid supporter of
fiddle music.

He was still in his suit and tie,
probably having a worked a full day
in his office in Troon and then
driven the width of Scotland to
attend our concert — before driving
all the way back at the end of the
evening.

Yla Steven conducted the concert
and was also the fiddle teacher and
‘driving force’ behind most of those on stage.

| have a copy of the ‘programme’ from our September 1982 concerts — a double-
sided sheet of A4 .

You can see how much John Mason’s compositions featured in our repertoire -
the opening Patrol March “Fiddlers to the Fore, two Slow Airs, “The Lament for the
Death of the Rev. Archie Beaton” and “The Wild Rose of the Mountains”, and the
fiddle duet, “The Shetlander”.

The publication of the John M. Mason Collection feels to me partly like the chance
to get reacquainted with some tunes as ‘old friends’ but also to discover many
new tunes as well. In fact, there are lots more in the latter category than the
former.
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Craigmount Strathspey and Reel Players' Rally Programme 1982
Sleeping Warrior long-listed for Scots Trad Music Award 2025
 SOSTRO We're delighted that. the o,
o Wy SFO’s album “Sleeping
AR Warrior” has been nominated

for a Scots Trad Music Award
2025.

TURDAY 6th BECEMBER=
Music Hall, Aberde:

NaTrad ‘ This is in the category “Album
of the Year” at the annual

Scots Trad Music Awards.

The shortlisted albums will be revealed by O3
November 2025 and there will then be a
further vote to choose a winner to be
announced at the Award Ceremony in Aberdeen Music Hall in December.

SFO's 2025 album release, "Sleeping Warrior"

Congratulations to everyone who made it onto the longlist. On this evidence,
Traditional Scottish Music is in great shape.



Forthcoming concerts

Date Concert Venue Status

30 December 2025 Usher Hall, Edinburgh | Tickets on sale

28 February 2026 Concert Hall, Perth Tickets on sale

18 April 2026 Easterbrook Hall, Tickets on sale
Dumfries

23 May 2026 Thainstone Exchange, | Tickets not yet on sale
Inverurie

30 December2026 | Usher Hall, Edinburgh | Tickets not yet on sale

Contacts

Secretary SFO Secretary, 44 Roman Road, Alimondbank,
Perth PH13LQ

Treasurer SFO Treasurer, O/1 162 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6US

Patrons/Friends | SFO Patrons/Friends, 24 Golf Crescent, Troon,
Ayrshire KA10 6JZ

Merchandise SFO Merchandise, 3 Crummieholm Gardens,
Troon, Ayrshire, KA10 7THZ
Email: merchandise@sfo.org.uk

Merchandise - https://www.sfo.org.uk/merchandise/

‘John Mason Tunes and Arrangements’ email series

If you would like a weekly, bite-sized introduction to (or reminder of) the
compositions (and musical arrangements) of John M. Mason - the man who Reuv.
James Currie often affectionately referred to as “Johann Sebastian Mason” - see
the SFO website article HERE and sign up.



https://www.usherhall.co.uk/whats-on/scottish-fiddle-orchestra-0
https://perththeatreandconcerthall.com/whats-on/scottish-fiddle-orchestra-2026
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/easterbrook-hall/scottish-fiddle-orchestra-concert/e-xoradj
https://www.sfo.org.uk/merchandise/
https://www.sfo.org.uk/john-mason-tunes-and-arrangements-delivered-to-your-inbox/
https://www.sfo.org.uk/john-mason-tunes-and-arrangements-delivered-to-your-inbox/

The last word...

The last word in this edition of the Newsletter should go to the Rev. James Currie
(again, quoting from William Coffey’s biography):

“I've no time for folk who think that Burns Suppers should be sombre, solemn
affairs. | call them the double-bass face brigade.

Rabbie wasn't like that. He liked to laugh.

There was a man who sat through an entire Immortal Memory and never cracked
a smile.

His friend asked, "What's wrong, do you no'think he's funny?"

The man with the double-bass face replied, 'Aye he's funny, but | don't like him. I'll
laugh when | go home."

SFO Double Bass Section, Aberdeen Beach Ballroom, April 2023



